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. J TO: The Director

susJecT: Comments on Washington Post
Article

1. This morning you asked for com~
ments on the attached article from the
Washington Post. Comments are attached.

2. I would add two observations:

a. The reporter, Richard Homan,
has a good reputation for reporting
accuracy among former members of the
negotiating team. Die Presse also has
a reputation for good access to both
Eastern and Western delegations.

3. As noted in the comment, the
proposal would engage the Western
FEuropeans in reduction process,
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Aptil 12— ’]'he!

fon is preparing a!l
‘se proposal for they

force  rediction]
st it hopes witl b

seyslita
vidue
P

» hatweoen the pre-

st NATQ and Warsaw Pact!
posicions and lead to an early|

jnitial step in lowering tranp,
levels in Central Europe, a Vi-i
enna newspaper reported to-!
day. ] i

The report, published byl
Dic Pesse, one of Austria’s!
most respected NewsSpapers. |
was athibuetd to “conference
circlas,” and could not imme-

ini
120

ors from most of the 19
nations tzking pact .in the
taits have alveady left Vienna
{or o {fourweek Yaster recess.

A spokesman for the West-
ern zliies said, however, that
the  compromose proposal
sould probably be unaccepta-
ble to NATO because the West:

gid not intend to alier its posi-jwould reduce its Central Euro- gyw Pact's 9
tpean forces by 20.000 in theiing litlle to veduce the East's

tion in the siightest.

T

Pstance are deall with only ot

fatd

v

‘result of smuall informal dis- G.S. and Soviet ground forcesfirmly i
j cussions botween unspecificd Jin the area, with both side
‘ducing their ground forces to

nozotiators !

NATO officials have con-!
tendcd  publicly  throuzhout:
the talks that mat of sub-

tors
the twice-webly formal nogn-
tinting sessions at which all
delegations are present, One
aim of this contention is to:
prevent charges by smaller na-
tions that the United States
and the Soviet Union by them-

selves arve negotiating an
agreement, .
The compramise proposal.

reportedly would take small!
steps toward meeting two key|
Western demands: thal the|
Warsaw Pact must reduce its
forces by greater numbers
than the West because- of its
current nuimerical advantage,
and that air forces and nu-
clear weapons must not be in-
ciuded in the reductions.

Under the Warsaw Pacl's
original proposal, presented;
last  November, ecach sidej
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natze that ante Sevied
s re-.and US. {roons be cut in the
fivst pihcse, and it wolnd eon.
o . \ - Stinu npose any ¢ .
a ceiling of 700,000 each in thei nl‘ g, o oupose any S
second phase .Lolie” euts affeciirz conly a
R oy . ifew theousand :
In the reported compromisalts, t-oisand b

¥ P t “Qur position is that

’

D R LITE:S he Warsaw Pact: '
bIak » the 2CEcut would enly pernetuste the
would drop its reqtiest fori .. o s T TS cr
by " ‘ - cexisting imbalance™ he sald.
equal 20,600man  reductions) iy . o
i Westorn observers spocu-

1 1 in instead i
on both sices, callin ni6ed 1otod oworer, (hGL S
or Symbolic © Lrsts ep €IS, ot the reporiecd prevosal
of about one por cent in toe. <

\ . . Thwas authentie, someiliing in
cons ians N 1
forces of all the nations 1in (e nature of a compromise of-

volved. This would have the:pop (oi1q likely develop irom
additional effect of freczing the 0 Waprsaw Pa-'-tf s;vn{:x'-"t
overall troop strengths, Mo+t aating that is tokta'\'c‘p"z;:‘c-
cow would also, according t0.  \varsaw next week ) e
the report, drop its insistence: . -
that air forces and nuclear;
weapons he included in the|
reductions, if the West were
willinz to make an oral ac-!
knowledzment that such re-:
ductions are necessatry. .

The one per cont reductions,
based on current NATO esti-:
mates of troop strenghts ind
Central Burope, would removei
only 7770 of NATO:z T77.000:
troops and 9.250 of the War-
23.000, thereby do-
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Sdy

“Qur’ position is wndevial-ifirst phase, with equal pei-,150,000-man advanlage—z chiel.

ing.” the Western spo}:esn‘.ani

centoze reductions in later:

objection of the West.

satd. i phases. Forces of all n:\.tionsi A Western source said today x
The proposal. according tolwould be invelved from thelthat the reported proposal had
the newepaner report, is to belstarf, as would air forces and,not coma to NATO's attenti

presented  shortly  after t‘ncg

nueclear arms. |

tioa,
except through the neswspaper.

I
acgount, and that, as describ-

talks resurae here in the see-p NATO’s counter-propesal, oE;i
ondd week of May and its key|fercd two weeks later, called ed, it had “many holex” He
fetures were doveloped as alfor 15 per cent reductions of'said NATO would continue fo
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Comment on Post Article on MBEFR

There 1is no confirmation that the Soviets are

preparing to introduce formally a proposal like that

reported in today's Post. X

x The Pie

Presse story, on which the Post article draws, may
represent a Soviet effort to bring public pressure to

bear on the West Europeans.

the Soviets have been trying to

win Western acceptance of a "symbolic" reduction. Originally 25X1
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The Post article partially misconstrues the Die Presse

account (attached). It is clear from the lattgr that the
one percent reference applies to the reduction of West

European forces. A more substantial reduction of US and

Soviet forces would also be involved.\ 25X1

Xi Even a one percent reduction of

national forces might be considered by Moscow to meet that

commitment:j& 25X1
—

The purported new proposal, and all variants of the
symbolic reduction, have had the basic purpose of engaéing
the Western Europeans in the reduction ptodessf The
Soviets have waged a heavy medila campaign toward this
end and have not been apove using press leaks at the

Vienna negotiations. The Die Presse story seems to fit

in this category.
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